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1. PURPOSE 

 
The purpose of the report is to consider the outcome of the consultation process 
undertaken in respect of the DRAFT Licensing Policy Statement. 

 
2. RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that Members: 
 
(i) Note the responses received to the consultation process and the consequent 
 changes proposed by the Director of Public Health & Protection to the DRAFT 
 Licensing Policy Statement. 

 
(ii) Approve the changes made to the DRAFT Licensing Policy Statement and 
 commend the revised version, (to be the Licensing Policy Statement  
 2015 - 20) to the Executive for approval and adoption by Full Council; 

 
(iii) That subject to adoption by Full Council, the revised Licensing Policy 
 Statement be implemented with effect from 7th January 2015. 

 
3. BACKGROUND 

 
Members will be aware that the DRAFT Licensing Policy Statement was 
presented to this Committee for information at the Special Meeting held 2nd 
September 2014. 
 
A copy of the relevant report is reproduced for information as Appendix 1A. 
 
Members resolved that  

 
 i.  Note the consultation undertaken with licensing practitioners and the 
  development of the Draft Licensing Policy Statement for the period  
  2015-20  

ii.  Note the proposal of the Director of Public Health & Protection to  
  conduct a further short consultation on the proposals, targeted at  
  licensees, trade organisations and members of the public;  

 

Part I Item No. 5 

 
Licensing Act 2003 - 
Review of Licensing Policy 
Statement  2015 – 2020 
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iii. Agree the proposal of the Director of Public Health & Protection to 
report the outcome of the consultation to the next scheduled 
meeting of this Committee, together with any necessary changes to 
the Draft Licensing Policy Statement, prior to submission to the 
Executive  

 
  Minute 11/2014 refers 

 
Outcome of Consultation Process 
 
Consultation took place 2nd September 2014 to 30th September 2014 and took the 
format of publication on the Council’s website and complimentary social media 
updates to raise awareness of the proposals. 
A meeting of the Licensing Forum was also held Thursday 18th September 2014 
to allow discussion & explanation of the DRAFT document. 
 
This also provided the opportunity for the inclusion of the Community Safety 
Team, (who have a particular remit in respect of Anti-Social Behaviour) and the 
Health Authority (Responsible Authority) who had not previously attended the 
forum to contribute to some operational matters, as well as considering policy 
issues.  
 
A summary of responses is reproduced for information as Appendix 1B 

 
Members will note that the majority of comments received were from 
Responsible Authorities. This is not surprising, given the minimal level of 
changes, which were primarily intended to update the policy in light of 
recent legislative change and operational experience. It is pleasing to note 
that partner agencies were generally satisfied with the Draft Policy 
Statement and additional changes required were minimal. 

 
However, the value of the partners in participating in the process cannot 
be underestimated, as it is the success of the partnership working that 
affords the synergy to the licensing process. 

 
It is noted that one comment was received from a member of the public,  
Mr E Pugsley who expressed his desire NOT to implement minimum 
pricing proposals for alcohol. However, this is not a matter for control by 
the Licensing Policy Statement being a Central Government initiative. 
Consequently it has not been included and Mr Pugsley has been advised 
accordingly. 

 
The remaining comments from Responsible Authorities have been 
considered and included as amendments, albeit it may not be immediately 
apparent as to the formant of inclusion as wording may have been 
amended to suit Policy content. 

 
 
 
 

Licensing Committee (sitting in its role under the Licensing Act 2003) - 21 October 2014

42



Conclusion 
 
It is considered that the consultation process has been satisfactorily 
completed, in accordance with the discretion afforded to the Licensing 
Authority in the context of the modifications proposed. 

 
Consequently, a copy of the revised document, which is now the Licensing 
Policy Statement for 2015 – 20 is reproduced for information as Appendix 
1C. 

 
Recommendation 

 
(i) To note the responses received to the consultation process and the 

consequent changes proposed by the Director of Public Health & 
Protection to the DRAFT Licensing Policy Statement. 

 
(ii) To approve the changes made to the DRAFT Licensing Policy 

Statement and commend the revised version, (to be the  Licensing 
Policy Statement  2015 – 20) to the Executive for approval and adoption 
by Full Council; 

 
(iii) That subject to adoption by Full Council, the revised Licensing Policy 

Statement be implemented with effect from 7th January 2015. 
 
 

Paul J Mee 
Service Director Public Health & Protection 
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