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DECISION MADE BY: Cabinet DATE DECISION MADE: 14 January, 2021 

 

Cabinet Members Present: 
 

Councillor A Morgan (Chair), Councillor M Webber (Vice-Chair), 
Councillor R Bevan, Councillor A Crimmings, Councillor M Norris, 

Councillor J Rosser, Councillor R Lewis, Councillor C Leyshon and 
Councillor G Hopkins 

 

 

 
Agenda Item : 6 

 
SUBJECT: Bus Emergency Scheme (BES) - Request to all Councils to sign up to the 

BES 2 Scheme 
 

 



 

 

 

1. DECISION MADE: 
 
Agreed –  
 1. To the principles of the BES 2 agreement (Appendix 2) to secure (conditional) 

financial support for the bus sector and to establish a relationship with 
Monmouthshire County Council, as signatory and the lead authority for South 
East Wales, that ensures that the ongoing emergency funding meets this 
authority’s priorities and is delivered on its behalf; 

2. To delegate authority to the Group Director Prosperity Development and 
Frontline Services to negotiate and agree any further amendments to the 
agreement that may be required following Cabinet approval; and 

3. To call for a further report on bus reform proposals relating to the future 
management of bus services in Wales. 

 

2. REASON FOR THE DECISION BEING MADE: 
 

 The need to set out the wider context, the background to, and reasons for the Bus 
Emergency Scheme (BES) and to seek the agreement of the authority to sign up to 
the BES 2 scheme. 
 

3. LINKS TO CORPORATE PRIORITIES/FUTURE GENERATIONS -  SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT: 
 

 Public transport reduces the risk of social exclusion and offers a sustainable 
alternative to the private car with bus services enabling 100 million journeys (pre-
Covid) to be taken in Wales every year. This is particularly important in RCT where 
car ownership is low and around one third of households not having access to a 
private car. Bus offers local residents access to key facilities and services, as well as 
reducing congestion and improving local air quality.  
 
Public transport supports a range of objectives covering health and prosperity set out 
in the Council's Single Integrated Plan and emerging Corporate Plan. They also meet 
a number of the goals set out in the Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 
2015. For example, a prosperous Wales, a more equal Wales, a healthier Wales and 
a Wales of cohesive communities. 

4. CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN PRIOR TO DECISION BEING MADE: 
  

 The proposal has involved high level discussions between the principal parties to the 
agreement; Welsh Government, Transport for Wales, the Local Authorities within 
Wales and the bus operators, including the Confederation of Passenger Transport. 
 

5. PREVIOUS CONSIDERATION BY A COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL: 
 

 None 
 

6. PERSONAL INTERESTS DECLARED: 
 



 

 

None 
 

7. DISPENSATION TO SPEAK (AS GRANTED BY STANDARDS COMMITTEE): 

 N/A 

8. (a)  IS THE DECISION SUBJECT TO CALL-IN BY THE OVERVIEW AND  
SCRUTINY COMMITTEE: 
 

Yes 
 

Note: This decision will not come into force and may not be implemented until the expiry of 
3 clear working days after its publication i.e. 20 January 2021 to enable it to be the subject 
to the Call-In Procedure in Rule 17.1 of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules. 
 

8.(b)  IF NO, REASONS WHY IN THE OPINION OF THE DECISION-MAKER THE 
DECISION IS EXEMPT OR NON APPLICABLE: 

I. COUNCIL / SCRUTINY FUNCTION (CALL IN IS THEREFORE NON APPLICABLE):- 
 Reason: N/A 

 
II. URGENT DECISION:- 

Reason N/A 
 

8.(c) IF DEEMED URGENT - SIGNATURE OF PRESIDING MEMBER OR DEPUTY 
PRESIDING MEMBER OR HEAD OF PAID SERVICE CONFIRMING AGREEMENT 
THAT THE PROPOSED DECISION IS REASONABLE IN ALL THE 
CIRCUMSTANCES FOR IT BEING TREATED AS A MATTER OF URGENCY, IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY PROCEDURE RULE 17.2: 

 
 

………………………………           ………………..       
(PRESIDING MEMBER)   (Dated)  
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