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REVIEW OF LICENSING POLICY STATEMENT 2015-2020 

1. 
 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the report is to consider the DRAFT Statement of Licensing 
Policy for the period 2015 – 2020, as prepared by the Service Director, Public 
Health & Protection. 
 

2. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Members: 
 

2.1 Note the process of review and consultation that has been undertaken by the 
Director of Public Health & Protection with regard to revision of the current 
Licensing Policy Statement; 

 
2.2 Note the recommendation of the Licensing Committee to approve the changes 

proposed; (Min refers) 
 

2.3 Approve the changes made to the DRAFT Licensing Policy Statement for 
2015-20 and commend the revised version, (to be the Licensing Policy 
Statement 2015 - 20) to Full Council for approval and adoption. 

 
2.4 That subject to adoption by Full Council on 10th December 2014, the revised 

Licensing Policy Statement is implemented with effect from 7th January 2015. 
 
3. 
 

BACKGROUND 

3.1 The current Statement of Licensing Policy has been in force since 7th January 
2011 and as a result of legislative change has been extended to have effect 
for a period of 5 years, terminating on 7th January 2015. 

 
3.2 Consequently, the Service Director of Public Health & Protection has initiated 

a review process to ensure that the Statement of Policy is ‘fit for purpose’ for 
the forthcoming 5 years. 
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3.3 The format of the policy statement is prescribed by legislation and must meet 

specified criteria, but the key issue for each individual Licensing Authority is to 
ensure that it reflects best practice in light of experience and can assist in 
achieving local initiatives. 

 
3.4 The review process has incorporated consultation with partner agencies and 

the wider community. However, in recognising that the policy statement did 
not need whole scale review, a limited consultation was considered 
appropriate, mindful of the discretion afforded to the Licensing Authority to 
have regard to cost and resource implications. 

 
3.5 The process of review has been the subject of report to the Licensing 

Committee, (acting in its role under the Licensing Act 2003). 
 
3.6 A copy of the relevant reports is reproduced for information as follows:- 
 

• Special Licensing Act Committee 2nd September 2014 – Appendix 1A 
• Extract of Licensing Act Committee 21st October 2014 – Appendix 1B 
 

3.7 Members will note that the reports contain a comprehensive explanation of 
the process of review, consultation and subsequent amendment to the 
existing policy, to arrive at the Draft Policy Statement for 2015 -2020. 

 
 A brief summary of the key changes is detailed below

 
: 

• Recognition of the Council’s Single Integrated Plan ‘Delivering Change’ 
and how its strategic objectives impact on the Licensing Policy Statement; 
 

• Recognition of the health implications  of responsible, retailing, 
consumption & control of availability  of alcohol; 

 
• Changes to legislation which have directly impacted on the Licensing Act 

2003, including the additional Responsible Authorities, (namely Licensing 
Authority itself and Local Health Board); Live Music Act; Suspension of 
Licences for non-payment of annual fees; 

 
• The commitment to secure an improvement in local amenity through a 

reduction in alcohol related anti-social behaviour, engaging with 
Community Safety Partnership to address resident concerns; 

 
• Recognition of confidence in management as a positive influencing factor 

when considering operating schedules; 
 

• Changes to provisions for Temporary Event Notices, in particular impact of 
‘LATE TEN’; 

 
• Changes to expectations of Trading Standards Officers for control of 

supply of alcohol to young persons; 
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• Petrol Filling Stations and particular issues presented when determining 
applications; 

 
• An expansion of the ‘serious  matters’  likely to give rise to review; 

 
• A revision of the premises inspection regime in order to make best use of 

existing resources and limit impact on well managed businesses. 
 

4.  
 
CONCLUSION 

5.1 In order to continue to perform its statutory functions under the remit of the 
Licensing Act 2003, the Licensing Authority must formally adopt a new 
Statement of Licensing Policy to be effective 7th January 2014. 

 
5.2 A copy of the proposed DRAFT Statement of Licensing Policy is reproduced 

for information within Appendix 1B (marked as “Revised Policy Statement 
Appendix 1C”). It is recommended that changes proposed by the Director of 
Public Health & Protection be approved and commended to Full Council to 
enable the formal adoption & implementation of the Licensing Policy 
Statement 2015-2020. 
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